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After nine years, this is the final time I will be writing my 

monthly Bulletin article as Rabbi of Temple Emanuel. As I 

prepare to leave, I have been touched by the good wishes 

and warm feelings expressed over the past months and 

especially at our annual Dinner Dance.  It is impossible to put 

into words all that the past nine years have meant to my 

family and me.  Many sent their regrets that they could not 

be with us for the Dinner Dance. For this reason, I would like 

to share with you my letter from the ad journal.  I would like 

to thank all individually in the coming weeks, but recognizing 

the inevitability of summer schedules, let me take this 

opportunity to thank the Temple Emanuel community for the 

privilege of serving as your Rabbi.  

                 Shalom, 

                    Rabbi Joshua S. Finkelstein  

  

Dear Friends,  

  

The past months have been filled with many good wishes 

from all corners of the congregation.  Elana, Sarah, Eli, 

Rebecca and I appreciate the warmth and good feelings 

that have been extended to us as we prepare for the 

next stage in our lives. We thank you for this day and all 

the days we shared together.  

 

 

I came to Temple Emanuel in the summer of 2001 to 

lead the congregation as we moved to Franklin Lakes. 

Circumstances caused that move to be delayed, and 

events did not unfold as was hoped, but we have now 

arrived in Franklin Lakes.  The past year has given our 

congregation time to settle into its new 

surroundings.  Much work is to be done, but much has 

already been accomplished.    

  

Looking back over the past nine years, I feel a great 

sense of satisfaction in helping the congregation relocate 

to its new home and survive its years in transition. I feel 

privileged to have been able to lead services in Paterson, 

and hold Temple Emanuel services in such disparate 

places as Woodcliff Lake, Wyckoff, Wayne, Livingston, 

Mahwah, New York City, Oakland and of course 

Franklin Lakes.    

  

Looking forward, I wish the congregation and you, the 

members of Temple Emanuel, all my blessings as you 

continue to build and grow in your new 

community.  Temple Emanuel will always be a part of me 

and I hope my family and I will always be a part of you.  

When I began my rabbinate, my father offered me some 

paternal, rabbinic advice. Wherever you go you will 

touch some people and they will touch you. I know that 

to be true of my time with Temple Emanuel and I look 

forward to thanking each of you over the next few 

months.  

  

Sincerely,  

  

Joshua S. Finkelstein 

  

Rabbi 

  

No. 31 Sivan/Tammuz 5770 
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Procedure for Submission of Articles  

 

In our on-going efforts to ensure the timely receipt of 

all articles for the bulletin to enable us to send the 

bulletin out before the first of each month, please go 

back to sending your articles directly to Bobbie 

Einziger, rmebobbie@gmail.com.  The deadline is still 

the 17th of each month, except for July, since we have 

a combined June/July Bulletin.  If you do not have 

access to a computer, please mail your articles to 

Bobbie at 416 Harristown Road, Glen Rock, New 

Jersey 07452. 

June Highlights  
 

Fri. 4 Pre-Shabbat Dinner and Game Night, 5:30-8:00  

p.m. For children of all ages. Drop your children off 

in the afternoon, then return and join us for a 

Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m. 

Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:00 p.m. 
 

Sat. 5 Shabbat Service, 9:00 a.m.  

Kiddush sponsored by Bea and Marty 

Rittenberg in honor of the birthdays of 

Rabbi Finkelstein, Joe Herrmann, and 

Marty Rittenberg 
 

Sun. 6 Hebrew School 9:00 a.m.-12 noon - LAST DAY 
 

Thu. 10 Executive Board meeting, 8:00 p.m. 
 

Sat. 12 Shabbat Service, 9:00 a.m. 

Kiddush sponsored by Ellen Lipschitz in honor of  

Rabbi Joshua Finkelstein 
 

Mon. 14 Midrash with Rabbi Finkelstein, 1:00 p.m. 

              

Thu. 17 Deadline for submissions for July/August Bulletin 
 

Fri. 18 Pre-Shabbat Dinner and Game Night, 5:30-8:00  

p.m. For children of all ages. Drop your children off 

in the afternoon, then return and join us for a 

Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m. 

Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:00 p.m. 

  

Sat. 19 Shabbat Service, 9:00 a.m.  
 

Thu. 24 Board of Trustees meeting, 8:00 p.m. 
 

Fri. 25 Kabbalat Shabbat service, 8:00 p.m. 

Rededication of the Sanctuary and celebration of 

windows 
 

Sat. 26 Shabbat Service, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Wed. 30 Book Club, 8:00 p.m. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 25  

8:00 P.M. 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Rededication of the Sanctuary 

Celebration of the windows 
 

Oneg Shabbat following 
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This past Memorial Day, my oldest son, Sam, and I went to 

the Los Angeles area for my cousinõs wedding.  As I used 

airline miles for the flight, I was not able to go directly so 

our flight was routed through Chicago.   The day of 

departure, the weather called for thunderstorms.   We 

arrived at the airport and the sky was overcast.  Our flight 

was scheduled to be 10 minutes late as a result of a delayed 

aircraft, well within the amount of time to transfer in 

Chicago.  However, as we got closer to our scheduled 

boarding time, the delay kept getting longer and 

longer.  We boarded the plane with still enough time to 

make our transfer, and the pilot I spoke with assured me 

we would be able to make our connecting flight.  

We were in our seats ready to take off.  The door was 

closed, and the plane began to push back.  At that point, the 

skies opened up, and there was a large 

thunderstorm.  Newark Airport was shutdown for 

departing flights.  The pilot got on the intercom and told us 

that he had no idea when we would be taking off and as 

such pulled back to the gate for us to evacuate the plane.  

I started to think that we should simply not go.  I would 

have to spend the night in Chicago, and as such would miss 

our plans to go to Disneyland before the wedding.  I told 

Sam that I was leaning towards not going at all.  Sam was 

very disappointed.  I was on the phone with United Airlines, 

while also online waiting to speak to a customer service 

representative.  Sam was sitting next to me, trying to hold 

back tears.  About an hour and a half after we de-boarded 

the plane, an airline representative got on the intercom to 

tell us we would be boarding.  What should I do?  We 

missed our connecting flight in Chicago, and we would have 

to either stay at a hotel or at the airport in Chicago.  Even 

if we took the first flight out of Chicago (in the morning) 

for Los Angeles, we still would not be able to go to 

Disneyland.  I looked at Sam, and he looked at me with a 

disappointing stare.   I realized that we had to go.  We 

boarded the plane, not knowing much, and the flight took 

off to Chicago. 

When we landed at Chicago, we thought we were going to 

spend the night.  Our flight had already been re-booked for 

8 a.m.  However, as luck would have it, a plane in Chicago 

scheduled for five hours earlier en route to Los Angeles 

broke down and they were just boarding.  We took the last 

two middle seats on the plane and arrived in Los Angeles at 

12:15 a.m. PST.   Sam and I were able to meet my parents 

at the airport, and we all as planned went to Disneyland on 

Friday, the Auf-Ruf on Shabbat, and the wedding on 

Sunday.  It turned out that everything was fine. 

 

As this was happening, I remembered the phrase the Rabbi 

sometimes says in sermons, òMan plans and God 

laughs.ó  Throughout life, youõre presented with curve 

balls.  No matter what happens, you typically get through it 

and when you look back you say to yourself it was all about 

the journey. 

My journey didnõt end when we arrived in Los Angeles.  It 

was equally challenging during the return trip.  It doesnõt 

matter.  My parents, Sam, and I will remember this trip 

forever.  While there were some challenges getting there 

(and back), we will remember the great times we had.  

Like the journey Sam and I recently had, our synagogue has 

also been presented with many obstacles.  We have 

muddled through them, and in the process have planted 

seeds in fertile soil that has begun to grow.  

Speaking of obstacles, and journeys, it wasnõt until an hour 

before the Dinner Dance honoring Rabbi Finkelstein that 

the town of Franklin Lakes gave us permission to host this 

wonderful event.  Fun was had by all that attended.  I would 

like to thank Vicki Rosenblith and Rosalie Berman for 

chairing this event.  I would also like to thank Jack Schwartz 

for putting together the ad-journal and a special thanks to 

Sophi Weitz for phoning all of our members with regards 

to placing ads.  

Over the past few weeks, we have made some pretty large 

changes, and there will be more to come in the upcoming 

weeks.  Our òbasementó has been converted into a brand 

new social hall with a new floor and new walls.  Our entry 

way has been beautifully redone.  Even the steeple has 

come down.  All of this has been done to attract current 

and prospective members.  I encourage you all to come 

visit our home as changes continue to be made.  Please tell 

your friends and family about changes to our home.  

It is never too early to start planning for the high holidays 

for the upcoming season.  Cantor Yosi Weintraub has been 

selected to be our Hazaan.  Cantor Weintraub has been a 

student of Cantor Kessler, our Hazaan for the past two 

years.  He comes from a long line of Hazaans from 

Europe.  We are looking forward to spending the high 

holidays with him.  

Our synagogueõs journey will never be complete.  There 

will constantly be changes and obstacles that are presented 

to us.  Over the coming weeks and months I look forward 

to sharing some more positive changes in our synagogue.  I 

would like to wish everyone an enjoyable summer. 

B'Shalom 

Seth Lipschitz 

PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS 
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OUR NEXT BOOK CLUB MEETING...   

Wednesday June 30, 2010 @ 8:00 p.m.    

      òFINESILVERõS GOLDó     by Ruth Shalett Littman   

 

      In 1894, 19 year old Jacob Finesilver, escapes conscription into the Czarõs army by 

walking from Khotin, his shtetl in the Ukraine, to the Yukon.  News of the Klondike gold rush 

has reached into the Ukraine, and has awakened Jacobõs imagination. Jacobõs plan is to cross 

the frozen Bering Sea during the winteréby walking across it.  He almost freezes to death 

but is rescued by an Inuit Eskimo whose medicinal knowledge saves Jacobõs life. A year later, 

Jacob sends for a bride from Khotin.  Seventeen year old Malka, restless with the constraints 

of shtetl life, accepts his proposal and makes a similarly perilous journey, by steerage, then 

train, and finally on foot, accompanied by an Indian guide. She braved rapids and waterfalls, 

and escaped avalanches, all while carrying the bridal gown she had sewn for herself in 

Khotin.  Using Malkaõs diaries, the author recaptures the life and people of the Yukon at the 

end of the 19th century, the exciting feeling of a new democratic spirit growing under life and 

death circumstances of survival, and the struggle of a young Jewish couple to maintain their 

religionéand their marriage..  
*** 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR   

JOIN US AT TEMPLE EMANUEL OF NORTH JERSEY  

558 HIGH MOUNTAIN ROAD  

FRANKLIN LAKES, NJ 07417   

Contact:   Sophi Weitz 201 337 5793  

 

ADULT EDUCATION  
 

Our final Monday Midrash will be held at the Synagogue Monday, June 14th at 1:00 p.m.  Join us as we 

read passages in the Torah and the Bible and analyze them with Rabbi Finkelstein. You do not need to 

have attended previous classes to take part. 

 

We will be meeting to plan next yearõs educational studies during the summer.  If you are interested in 

helping to plan it, please contact me at 973 831-7653 or by e-mail at Drsjacobs@optonline.net.  We 

would also be happy to consider any requests you may have. 

 

Sheila Jacobs-Carey 

 

mailto:Drsjacobs@optonline.net
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Gerrard Berman Solomon Schechter in Oakland Honors  

Dr. Larry an d Rosalie Berman at the  25th Year Gala Celebration  
  

The Gerrard Berman Day School Solomon Schechter of North Jersey in Oakland is pleased to announce that they rejoiced 

at the celebration of their 25th Anniversary with a Gala held on Tuesday evening, June 1, 2010 at Temple Israel in 

Ridgewood .  This special evening honored Dr. Lawrence and Rosalie Berman as well as Mrs. LeeAnn Beck, who received 

the Ella Berman visionary Award. In addition, the school community was pleased to honor its òMalachimó ð Community 

Angels, non-parent volunteers who have spent many hours to help support the school on a daily basis.  As well the school 

community recognized teachers and staff  for their years of service to the school. This festive evening included a complete 

catered dinner with dietary laws observed, and music offered by the Skyliners, a 14 piece swing band.  In conjunction, the 

school published an Ad Journal to commemorate this special occasion.  

  

The Bermans have been supporters of the Gerrard Berman Day School for many years.  Larry is a member of the Board of 

Directors at GBDS , while Rosalie has been involved in education and personnel-related committees.  They sponsor a 

concert each year commemorating the yahrzeit of Larry's father, Gerrard Berman.  Both Rosalie and Larry served terms as 

presidents of Temple Emanuel in  Franklin Lakes.  Larry is a physician with an office in Fair Lawn and Rosalie taught at 

Yavneh Academy for more than 20 years.  Larry and Rosalie have been residents of Wyckoff since 1969. 

Temple Emanuel of North Jersey proudly congratulates the following graduates, children and grandchildren of our 

members: 

 

Sarah Finkelstein, daughter of Rabbi Joshua and Elana Finkelstein, is graduating from Indian Hills High School in 

Oakland.  She will be attending Wellesley College. 

 

Alissa Friedman, granddaughter of Marian Friedman, is receiving her Masters Degree in Aeronautical 

Engineering from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

 

Elizabeth Greenblatt, daughter of Barbara and Sam Greenblatt and granddaughter of Nathan Greenblatt, is 

receiving her Bachelorõs degree from the University of Maryland. 

 

Daniel Levitt, son of Joy and David Levitt, is graduating from William Paterson University with a major in global 

business. 

 

Cheryl Levitt-Schechter, daughter of Joy and David Levitt, is receiving her Masters Degree in Writing from 

William Paterson University.  She is currently teaching in North Caldwell, New Jersey. 

 

Daniel Marcus, son of Debra Rosenblatt and Michael Marcus, is graduating from Ramapo High School in 

Franklin Lakes. He will be attending New York University. 

 

Matthew Rowe, son of Judy Rowe and the late Allan Rowe, is graduating from Carnegie Mellon University. 

 

Mazal tov to Seth Lipschitz on being honored by the Bergen County High School of Jewish Studies at their Annual 

Dinner as one of their alumni honorees. 

 

Mazal tov to Dr. Larry and Rosalie Berman on being honored by the Gerrard Berman Day School  at their 25th Year 

Gala Celebation. 

 

Mazal tov to the family of Aaron Noriega on the occasion of his bar mitzvah. 



 

GALA DINNER DANCE  

  

On Sunday, May 16, 2010, we celebrated joyfully 

Temple Emanuelõs 104th Annual Gala Dinner Dance.  

Everything was perfectñthe weather (which was 

the Rabbiõs designated job for the evening) was 

glorious, the tent looked lovely thanks to the efforts 

of Bea Rittenberg, the music was excellent, and the 

food was delicious. 

  

 

Most important, our honoree, Rabbi Joshua 

Finkelstein was thoroughly happy and was having a 

wonderful time.  It was a distinct pleasure for the 

Temple to be able to thank the Rabbi, his wife, Elana 

and their children, Sarah, Eli and Rebecca for all that 

they have done for this Congregation and for being 

part of our family for the past nine years. 

  

The evening gave our guests the opportunity to 

thank the Rabbi and tell one another how much his 

efforts on behalf of the Congregation, as well as his 

efforts with individual members, have meant to us.  

He has touched many of our lives and has been 

there for us in good times as well as in challenging 

times, and his help has been invaluable. 

  

After we had eaten the delicious food provided by 

Jan Marc Caterers, we went into the sanctuary for 

speeches and tributes to the Rabbi.  It was evident 

from the remarks of our president, Seth Lipschitz, 

and from those of the Gala co-chairs, Rosalie and 
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